Surgery of the rheumatoid hip.
The incidence and pattern of involvement of the hip in rheumatoid arthritis are reviewed. The criteria for the selection of patients for surgery are described and the points in preparation emphasised. The surgical procedures available are discussed with the results and complications to be expected. The clinical results of total replacement arthroplasty are gratifying despite the increased incidence of infection and mechanical loosening compared with osteoarthritic hips.